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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Preamble 
Senior Ecologist and Director of North-West Ecology Ltd, Saoirse O’Donoghue is a Member 
of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management and has been engaged 
by engaged by DC Fields Ltd to carry out an Appropriate Assessment Screening Assessment 
in relation to: 

 
Planning Application for: “Construction of 17 No houses at Drumod More, Dromod Co. 
Leitrim.” 

 
This report has been prepared to address a pre-planning meeting with Leitrim County 
Council where the following was requested as part of any planning application: 

 
With the introduction of the Birds Directive in 1979 and the Habitats Directive in 1992 came 
the obligation to establish the Natura 2000 network of sites of highest biodiversity 
importance for rare and threatened habitats and species across the EU. In Ireland, the 
Natura 2000 network of European sites comprises Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s) and 
Special Protection Areas (SPA’s). 

 
Appropriate Assessment (AA) involves a case-by-case examination of the implications of a 
development for the Natura 2000 site and its conservation objectives. This may be presented 
in the form of a Natura Impact Statement. In general terms, implicit in Article 6(3) of the 
Habitats Directive is an obligation to put concern for potential effects on Natura 2000 sites 
at the forefront of every decision made in relation to plans and projects at all stages. 

 
Each step in the assessment process precedes and provides a basis for other steps. The 
results at each step must be documented and recorded carefully so there is full traceability 
and transparency of the decisions made. They also determine the decisions that ultimately 
may be made in relation to approval or refusal of a plan or project. AA is not a prohibition 
on new development or activities but involves a case-by-case examination of the 
implications for the Natura 2000 site and its conservation objectives. 

 
In the preparation of this report, careful attention has been made to fully document and 
reference all the site selection and suitability assessment procedures as they chronologically 
occurred. This is in accordance with the principles of Appropriate Assessment. 

This report takes cognisance of the Kelly v An Bord Pleanala Case 2014 IEHC 400 which 
determined that conclusions must be capable of removing all reasonable scientific doubt as 
to whether a development may have significant effects on Natura 2000 sites. 

 
This report also takes cognisance of the Eco Advocacy v An Bord Pleanala (Case EJC C-
721/21). On 15th June 2023, the European Court of Justice found that standard design 
measures could be taken into account in Stage 1 Screening for AA, where previously they 
had been regarded as being mitigation measures. 
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On the test for mitigation measures point, the CJEU found that where measures are 
incorporated into the design of a project not with the aim of reducing the negative effects of 
that project on the site concerned, but as standard features required for all projects of the 
same type, those elements cannot be regarded as indicative of probable significant harm to 
that site. 

 

1.2 Evidence of Technical Competence and Experience 

Details of Author(s) 

Name Saoirse O’Donoghue, Consultant Ecologist 

Company name North-West Ecology Ltd. 

Details of relevant 
qualifications / 
affiliations / years of 
experience   

Saoirse O’Donoghue, MSc. Env. ACIEEM 

Consultant Ecologist 20 years 

specialist areas are habitat restoration, forestry, soils, bird survey, 
mammal surveys (with a focus on badger and otter), bat mitigation; 
habitat survey, mapping and classification; ecological impact 
assessment; appropriate assessment and screening, ecological impact 
assessments (EcIA), invasive species management plans and other 
ecological services. 

 
 

 

1.3 Methodology for Appropriate Assessment 

1.3.1 Stage One - Screening for Appropriate Assessment 

 

The Habitats Directive does not set out clear guidance on the exact format that a screening 
exercise for an appropriate assessment should follow. However, there is guidance 
provided in carrying out a Screening Report. 

 
• Environment Heritage and Local Government: Circular LG/08 Water Services Investment 

and Rural Water: Protection of Natural Heritage and National Monuments 
Programmes. This is outlined on pages 30 – 35 of the Environment Heritage and Local 
Government publication: Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland 
Guidance for Planning Authorities, Published 10 December 2009. 

 
• Environmental Protection Agency (n.d.) Waste Water Discharge Licensing - Appropriate 

Assessment - Note on Appropriate Assessments for the purposes of the Waste Water 
Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations, 2007 (S.I. No. 684 of 2007) Wexford, EPA. 

 
• Office of the Planning Regulator Practice Note PN01 Appropriate Assessment Screening 

for Development Management, March 2021 
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In the first document, screening for appropriate assessment involves the following: 
 

Description of Plan or Project 

The first element is a description of the plan or project, including its nature, size and location, 
and possible or likely effects, and draft policies, objectives, land use zonings and associated 
strategies in the case of plans. 
 
Natura 2000 Sites 

The second element is an examination of what Natura 2000 sites may be affected. 
The zone of influence of a proposed development is the geographical area over which it 
could affect the receiving environment in a way that could have significant effects on the 
Qualifying Interests of a European site. This should be established on a case-by-case basis 
using the Source-Pathway-Receptor framework and not by arbitrary distances (such as 15 
km) – (Source: Office of the Planning Regulator Practice Note PN01 Appropriate Assessment 
Screening for Development Management, March 2021). 

 
The identification of European sites within a 15km zone has become common practice in 
screening projects for AA. However, this approach is not based on the S-P-R model and 
should not be used for projects. Few projects have a zone of influence this large, but some 
more complex projects may require a greater zone of investigation. Instead, the zone of 
influence of a project should be considered using the Source-Pathway-Receptor model. This 
should avoid lengthy descriptions of European sites, regardless of whether they are relevant 
to the proposed development, and a lack of focus on the relevant European sites and issues 
of importance. 

Site synopses, which are summary descriptions of the key conservation interests of sites, and 
SAC datasheets with lists of qualifying interests for these sites are available from the NPWS 
website: www.npws.ie. 

 

Assessment of Likely Effects 

The task of establishing whether the plan or project is likely to have an effect on a Natura 
2000 site or sites is based on a preliminary impact assessment using available information 
and data, including that outlined above, and other available environmental information (e.g. 
water quality data), supplemented as necessary by local site information and ecological 
surveys. This is followed by a determination of whether there is a risk that the effects 
identified could be significant. This need not be a lengthy exercise. A precautionary 
approach is fundamental and, in cases of uncertainty, it should be assumed the effects could 
be significant. Examples of significance indicators from Commission guidance (EC, 2002) are 
listed in the table below; this document also summarizes four case study examples of 
assessment of significance outcomes for projects. As a guide, any element of a plan or 
project that has the potential to affect the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site, 
including its structure and function, should be considered significant (EC, 2006). 

http://www.npws.ie/
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Examples of significance indicators (from EC (2002)) 

 

 

Some examples of effects that are likely to be significant are: 
 
• Any impact on an Annex I habitat 
• Causing reduction in the area of the habitat or Natura 2000 site 
• Causing direct or indirect damage to the physical quality of the environment (e.g. 

water quality and supply, soil compaction) in the Natura 2000 site 
• Causing serious or ongoing disturbance to species or habitats for which the Natura 

2000 site is selected (e.g. increased noise, illumination and human activity) 
• Causing direct or indirect damage to the size, characteristics or reproductive ability 

of populations on the Natura 2000 site 
• Interfering with mitigation measures put in place for other plans or projects 

As the underlying intention of the in-combination provision is to take account of 
cumulative effects, and as these effects often only occur over time, plans or projects that 
are completed, approved but uncompleted, or proposed (but not yet approved) should be 
considered in this context (EC, 2002). All likely sources of effects arising from the plan or 
project under consideration should be considered together with other sources of effects in 
the existing environment and any other effects likely to arise from proposed or permitted 
plans or projects. 

 
Screening Conclusion and Statement 

The findings and conclusions of the screening process should be documented, with the necessary 

supporting evidence and objective criteria. This is of particular importance in cases where 
the AA process ends at the screening stage because the conclusion is that no significant 
effects are likely. Screening can result in the following possible conclusions or outcomes: 

 
1. AA is not required. Screening, followed by consultation and agreement with the NPWS, 
establishes that the plan or project is directly connected with or necessary to the nature 
conservation management of the site. 

2. No potential for significant effects/AA is not required. Screening establishes that there is 
no potential for significant effects and the project or plan can proceed as proposed. 
However, no changes may be made after this as this will invalidate the findings of screening. 
Documentation of the AA screening process, including conclusions reached and how 
decisions were made, must be kept on file. 
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3. Significant effects are certain, likely or uncertain. The plan or project must either 
proceed to Stage 2 (AA), or be rejected. Rejection of a plan or project that is too potentially 
damaging and/or inappropriate ends the process and negates any need to proceed to Stage 2 
(AA). Another possible option is to recommence the screening process with a modified plan 
or project that removes or avoids elements that posed obvious risks. This highlights the 
important process of screening a plan or project when new alternatives that may not have 
any impact are being considered. However, repeated or complicated screening exercises are 
not recommended as they point to the risk of significant effects and the need for Stage 2 
(AA). The safeguards set out in Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive are triggered not 
by certainty but by the possibility of significant effects. Thus, in line with the precautionary 
principle, it is unacceptable to fail to undertake an appropriate assessment on the basis that 
it is not certain that there are significant effects. 

 
The following document has been used as guidance in compiling this screening report: 

 
• Environmental Protection Agency (n.d.) Waste Water Discharge Licensing - Appropriate 

Assessment - Note on Appropriate Assessments for the purposes of the Waste Water 
Discharge (Authorization) Regulations, 2007 (S.I. No. 684 of 2007) Wexford, EPA. 

 
In this document, screening for appropriate assessment involves the following: 
 
Step 1: Management of the site 

Is the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site? 
 

Step 2: Description of the project or plan 

Identify all the elements of the project or plan alone or in combination with other plans or 
projects that have the potential for having significant effects on the site. The geographical 
scope of the plan or project as well as the European Sites that may be affected must be 
identified. The European Site or Sites that could be affected should be described. 

 
A project may not in itself have a significant effect on a European Site, however, in 
combination with other plans or projects (existing and planned) it may result in a significant 
effect on a European Site. 
 
Step 3: Characteristics of the site 

This step requires identification of the impacts of the project on a European Site by 
characterizing the site as a whole or those areas where impacts are most likely to occur. In 
addition to consideration of the cumulative effects on a European Site, consideration must 
also be given to direct, indirect, short and long-term, isolated and interactive effects. 
 
Step 4: Assessment of significance 

The assessment of the likelihood of significant effects of a proposed or existing plan or 
project on a European Site should be completed. If no significant effects are likely then no 
further assessment is required prior to the authorization of the plan or project. There must 
be no reasonable scientific doubt that the plan or project does not have an effect on a 
European Site. This decision should be reasoned and recorded. If significant effects are 
likely then an appropriate assessment must be carried out. In addition, if the likelihood of 
significant effects is in doubt then the precautionary principle applies and an appropriate 
assessment must be carried out. 
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1.3.2 Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment 

This is the consideration of the impact of the project or plan on the integrity of the Natura 
2000 site, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the 
site’s structure and function and its conservation objectives. The competent Authority 
drafts the AA. 
 

1.3.3 Stage Three: Assessment of Alternative Solutions 
 

This is the process which examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the 
project or plan that avoid adverse impacts on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site. 
 

1.3.4 Stage Four: Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI)  

Stage 4 of Appropriate Assessment is the main derogation process of Article 6(4) of the 
Habitats Directive which examines whether there are imperative reasons of overriding 
public 
interest (IROPI) for allowing a plan or project that will have adverse effects on the integrity 
of a Natura 2000 site to proceed in cases where it has been established that no less 
damaging alternative solution exists. This stage requires an affirmative answer to both of 
the questions below in order for a plan or project to go ahead in the absence of alternative 
solutions. 
 

➢ Are there imperative reasons of overriding public interest? 
➢ Are there human health or safety considerations or important environmental 

benefits? 
 

1.3.5 References 

The following references and source material have been referred to or used in the preparation 
of this screening assessment: 

 
➢ Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: 

Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats 
Directive 92/43/EEC (2001) 

➢ Birds Directive (79/409EEC) 
➢ Environment Heritage and Local Government (10 December 2009) Appropriate 

Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland Guidance for Planning Authorities, Dublin. 
➢ Environment Heritage and Local Government (March 11 2010) Circular NPW 1/10 & 

PSSP 2/10: Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: guidance 
for Planning Authorities, Dublin. 

➢ Environment Heritage and Local Government: Circular L8/08 Water Services Investment 
and Rural Water: Protection of Natural Heritage and National Monuments Programmes 

➢ Environmental Protection Agency (n.d.) Waste Water Discharge Licensing - Appropriate 
Assessment - Note on Appropriate Assessments for the purposes of the Waste Water 
Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations, 2007 (S.I. No. 684 of 2007) Wexford, EPA. 

➢ Environmental Protection Agency (2000) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions 
of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC, Wexford, EPA. 

➢ European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997 (S.I. No. 94 of 1997) (which 
has been amended twice, S.I. No. 233 of 1998 & S.I. No. 378 of 2005). 
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➢ Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the ‘Habitats Directive’ 92/43/EEC. Clarification 
of the concepts of: Alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest, compensatory measures, overall coherence, opinion of the Commission 
(2007) 

➢ The European Commission published guidance on Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, 
including on Appropriate Assessment Screening. Assessment of plans and projects 
significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites (November 2001) and Managing Natura 
2000 sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive (2018). 

➢ Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) 
➢ National Parks and Wildlife Service Website – www.npws.ie: Site Synopsis and Mapping 

Data for Natura 2000 Sites. 
➢ Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations, 2007 (S.I. No. 684 of 2007) 
➢ High Court: Uí Mhuirnín v. MHPLG [2019] IEHC 824 
➢ Sweetman v ABP [2020] IEHC 39 
➢ Kelly v. An Bord Pleanála (Aldi Stores) [2019] IEHC 84 
➢ Heather Hill Management v. An Bord Pleanála and Burkeway Homes [2019] IEHC 186 

and 450 Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU): 
➢ C-258/11 - Sweetman and Others v ABP (Galway Bypass) 
➢ C-258/11 - AG opinion, Sweetman and Others v ABP (Galway Bypass) 
➢ C-127/02 - Waddenzee 
➢ C-521/12 - T.C. Briels and Others v Minister van Infrastructuur en Milieu 
➢ C-323/17 - People Over Wind and Sweetman v. Coilte Teoranta 
➢ C-721/21 - Eco Advocacy v. An Bord Pleanala 
➢ Managing Natura 2000 Sites – The provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ 

Directive 92/43/EEC (updated 2018) 
➢ Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning 

Authorities (2009) 
➢ Office of the Planning Regulator Practice Note PN01 Appropriate Assessment Screening 

for Development Management, March 2021 
 
Bird References: 
➢  Gilbert, G, Gibbons, DW., Evans, J. 1998. Bird Monitoring Methods: A manual of 

techniques for key UK species. RSPB in association with BTO, The Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust, JNCC, Institute of Terrestrial Ecology & Seabird Group. 

➢ Johnson, W. P., P. M. Schmidt, and D. P. Taylor. 2014. Foraging flight distances of 
wintering ducks and geese: a review. Avian Conservation and Ecology 9(2): 2. 

➢ Lewis, L., Burke, B. & Crowe, O. 2016. Irish Wetland Bird Survey: Results of Waterbird 
Monitoring in Ireland in 2014/15. BirdWatch Ireland, Kilcoole, Co. Wicklow. 

➢ Mc Guinness, S., Muldoon, C., Tierney, N., Cummins, S., Murray, A., Egan, S. & Crowe, 
O. (2015). Bird Sensitivity Mapping for Wind Energy Developments and Associated 
Infrastructure in the Republic of Ireland. BirdWatch Ireland, Kilcoole, Wicklow. 

➢ Scottish Natural Heritage, 2016. Assessing Connectivity with Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs)- Guidance. 

➢ Stroud, D.A., Fox, A.D., Urquhart, C. & Francis, I.S. (compilers). 2012. International Single Species 
Action Plan for the Conservation of the Greenland White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
flavirostris, 2012- 2022. AEWA Technical Series No. XX. Bonn, Germany 

➢ Vickery, J. A., and J. A. Gill. 1999. Managing grassland for wild geese in Britain: a review. Biological 
Conservation 89(1):93-106. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0006-3207(98)00134-7 

➢ Vickery, J. A., W. J. Sutherland, M. O’Brien, A. R. Watkinson, and A. Yallop. 1997. 
Managing coastal grazing marshes for breeding waders and over wintering geese: is 
there a conflict? Biological Conservation 79(1):23-34. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0006-
3207(96)00111-5 

 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0006-3207(98)00134-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0006-3207(96)00111-5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0006-3207(96)00111-5
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2. SCREENING FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 

2.1.0 Introduction 

 

Screening for Appropriate Assessment is the first stage and critical test of Appropriate 
Assessment and the question is asked whether the development is considered to have a 
significant impact on a designated Natura 2000 site. The purpose of screening is to 
determine, on the basis of a preliminary assessment and objective criteria, whether: 

i) a plan or project is directly connected to or necessary for the management of the site, and 
ii) whether a plan or project, alone and in combination with other plans or projects, could 
have significant effects on a Natura 2000 site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. 

As most projects will not be related to point (i) above, this will virtually always be irrelevant 
but with regards to point (ii) if the answer is no then the process is complete and full 
appropriate assessment is not required. Screening therefore is the process that addresses 
and records the reasoning and conclusions in relation to the first two tests of Article 6(3) of 
the Habitats Directive. 

 
Screening should be undertaken without the inclusion of mitigation, unless potential 
impacts clearly can be avoided through the modification or redesign of the plan or project, 
in which case the screening process is repeated on the altered plan. 

 
 

This report takes cognisance of the Eco Advocacy v An Bord Pleanala (Case EJC C- 
721/21). On 15th June 2023, the European Court of Justice found that standard design 
measures could be taken into account in Stage 1 Screening for AA, where previously they 
had been regarded as being mitigation measures. 

On the test for mitigation measures point, the CJEU found that where measures are 
incorporated into the design of a project not with the aim of reducing the negative effects 
of that project on the site concerned, but as standard features required for all projects of 
the same type, those elements cannot be regarded as indicative of probable significant 
harm to that site. 

 
This report also takes cognisance of the Kelly v An Bord Pleanala Case 2014 IEHC 400 
which determined that conclusions must be capable of removing all reasonable scientific 
doubt as to the effects on Natura 2000 sites. 
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2.2 Screening Process 

2.2.1 Step 1: Management of the site 

Question: Is the plan or project directly connected with or necessary to the management of 
a Natura 2000 site? Answer: No 

 

2.2.2 Step 2: Description of the project or plan 

2.2.2.1 Site Location 

The greenfield site for the proposed development of 17 dwelling houses is located at 
Drumod More, Dromod Co. Leitrim - see Figure 2.2.2.1.1, Figure 2.2.2.1.2 & Figure 2.2.2.1.3. 

 
Figure 2.2.2.1.1: 1.50,000 Site Location Map – (Source NPWS) 

 

 



 

Figure 2.2.2.1.2 O.S. 1:2,500 Site Location Map (Source: Architect) 
 



 

Figure 2.2.2.1.3: Site Location – 1: 2 500 Aerial View (Source: NPWS) 
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2.2.2.2 Proposed Development 

The Planning Application is for the development of 17 dwelling houses with associated 
infrastructure, access, car parking spaces and footpaths at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim. Existing foul sewage located on site will be re-located as is shown on Figure 
2.2.2.2.2 which is the proposed site layout plan. The proposed site is ca.0.73 Ha in size with 
access via an existing roadway. 
 
The project area lies within the ESLIN_040 WFD sub-basin. It is found ca. 192m west of the 
Eslin River (Eslin_040), which has a Moderate River Waterbody WFD Status 2016-2021 
(epa.ie). It’s within the Eslin_SC_010 WFD sub-Catchment and Upper Shannon (26C) WFD 
Catchment. The project is within the Kilglass Dromod WFD groundwater body 
(www.epa.ie). There is no fluvial or pluvial flood risk within the project area (OPW, 2021). 
 
Any clean surface water from roofs and hard-standing areas will be collected and 
discharged to the public surface water sewer. All foul water will be collected and drained 
into the public foul water sewer system. There are no streams either within or within close 
proximity to the application area. There is therefore no existing or proposed hydrological 
linkage to the Eslin River or to any streams, that may have linkage with any Natura sites. 
Therefore, the proposed project will not have any negative impact upon groundwater or 
surface water and therefore cannot have any negative ecological impacts 
The local Hydrology of the Drumod More area is shown on an extract of the EPA Hydrology 
(Water) Maps as shown as Figure 2.2.2.2.1 and confirms that there is no direct hydrological 
connectivity via EPA aquatic zones between the County River and the proposed project 
area. 
 
NB. The proposed treatment of wastewater is not a mitigation measure. It’s a standard 
design measure and may be considered during AA Screening as per Eco Advocacy v An 
Bord Pleanala (Case EJC C-721/21). On 15th June 2023, the European Court of Justice 
found that standard design measures could be taken into account in Stage 1 Screening for 
AA, where previously they had been regarded as being mitigation measures. 
 
On the test for mitigation measures point, the CJEU found that where measures are 
incorporated into the design of a project not with the aim of reducing the negative effects 
of that project on the site concerned, but as standard features required for all projects of 
the same type, those elements cannot be regarded as indicative of probable significant 
harm to that site. 
 
Standard construction methods will be used for development of the rest of the proposed 
development. The design measures are not being undertaken with the aim of reducing the 
negative effects of the construction works on any Natura 2000 sites, but as standard 
features required for all projects of this same type (i.e. surface water and wastewater) and 
therefore the application of these design elements and standard design requirements 
cannot be regarded as indicative of probable significant harm to any Natura sites when 
constructed. 

http://www.epa.ie/


 

 

Figure 2.2.2.2.1: EPA Hydrology Map (Source EPA).  

 

 
  



 

Figure 2.2.2.2.2: Proposed Site Layout Plan (Source: Architect) 
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2.2.2.3 Ecology of the Existing Site 

The ecology of the greenfield site at Drumod More, Dromod Co. Leitrim, has been described in accordance 
with Fossit, J.A., 2000. A Guide to Habitats in Ireland, The Heritage Council, Kilkenny. Figure 2.2.2.1.3 is an 
aerial photo of the site. Figure 2.2.2.2.3 is a Habitat Map according to Fossitt (2000). 
 
The majority of the overall site consists of a non-priority habitat namely: recently cut wet grassland GS4. 
There is a roadside area with a flower bed and border BC4 to the eastern boundary. There is improved 
amenity grassland GA2 in the adjoining garden lawns to the east with associated derelict sheds BL3. A derelict 
dwelling BL3 is located at the site entrance with some disturbed ground. There is a Hedgerow WL1 to western 
boundary and treeline WL2 to the northern boundary. The southern boundary is flanked by wooden fence 
and occasional scrub WS1. 
   
Where the site is to be built upon as part of the site development proposals, it will change to another non-
priority habitat namely: Buildings and artificial surfaces BL3. Some of the grounds around the proposed 
dwelling houses will become mown lawns and gardens which is classified as Amenity Grassland (improved) 
GA2 and Flower Beds and Borders BC4. 

 
The site habitat description has demonstrated that the non-priority habitats on-site have no particular 
ecological conservation value and do not form the basis of designation of other Natura 2000 sites and 
therefore does not form a part of these Natura 2000 sites in terms of feeding grounds; species regeneration 
or any other intrinsic link. No habitats or species found within the actual redline proposed site boundary are 
listed as being the qualifying interests for any Natura site 
 

Figure 2.2.2.2.3: Habitat Map according to Fossitt (2000). 
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2.2.3 Step 3: Characteristics of the Site 
 

2.2.3.1 Zone of Influence 

 

The zone of influence of a proposed development is the geographical area over which it could affect the 
receiving environment in a way that could have significant effects on the Qualifying Interests of a European 
site. This should be established on a case-by-case basis using the Source-Pathway-Receptor framework and 
not by arbitrary distances (such as 15 km) – (Source: Office of the Planning Regulator Practice Note PN01 
Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management, March 2021). 

The identification of European sites within a 15 km zone has become common practice in screening 
projects for AA. However, this approach is not based on the S-P-R model and should not be used for 
projects. Few projects have a zone of influence this large, but some more complex projects may require a 
greater zone of investigation. Instead, the zone of influence of a project should be considered using the 
Source-Pathway-Receptor model. This should avoid lengthy descriptions of European sites, regardless of 
whether they are relevant to the proposed development, and a lack of focus on the relevant European 
sites and issues of importance. 

 
2.2.3.2 Natura Sites Identified 

In accordance with the zone of influence, the zone of impact may be determined by an assessment of the 
connectivity between the application site and the designated areas by virtue of hydrological connectivity, 
atmospheric emissions, flight paths, ecological corridors etc. 
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The zone of influence used in this screening statement is ca. 1 km distance from the proposed site. There 
are no streams either within or within close proximity to the application area. There is therefore no 
existing or proposed hydrological linkage to the Eslin River or to any streams, that may have linkage with 
any Natura sites.  The project area lies within the ESLIN_040 WFD sub-basin. It is found ca. 192m west of 
the Eslin River (Eslin_040), which has a Moderate River Waterbody WFD Status 2016-2021 (epa.ie). It’s 
within the Eslin_SC_010 WFD sub-Catchment and Upper Shannon (26C) WFD Catchment. The project is 
within the Kilglass Dromod WFD groundwater body (www.epa.ie). There is no fluvial or pluvial flood risk 
within the project area (OPW, 2021). 
 
The Eslin River drains into Lough Bofin and Lough Boderg and Lough Bofin pNHA (site code: 001642) ca. 
2.1km downstream. This Lough acts as a sink in the region. There is no direct hydrological linkage between 
the proposed project area and any downstream Natura site. See Figure 2.3.2.1 below.  The Ballykenny-
Fisherstown Bog SPA 004101 is located ca. 7.2km distance to the south. The SCI for which, Greenland 
White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons flavirostris) [A395], has a minimum core foraging distance of 8km. 
 
 
Figure 2.3.2.1: Nearest Natura 2000 Sites Screened for the Site at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. Leitrim 
(Source: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps) 

 

 
 
  

http://www.epa.ie/
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Site Name & 
Code 

Distance Special Conservation Interests Screened In /Out 

Ballykenny-
Fisherstown 
Bog SPA 
004101 

7.2km 
distant 

Greenland White-fronted 
Goose (Anser albifrons 
flavirostris) [A395] 

This is a Wintering species, 
traditionally of peatlands, 
bogs and wetland. Now more 
adapted to farmland feeding 
on arable land, root crops 
and cereal (in autumn) dry 
and wet grassland habitats 
(winter and spring) (Norris & 
Wilson, 1988). Outside of 
County Wexford (most 
important site nationally) 
flocks increasingly feed on 
intensive grassland. Roosting 
locations include peatlands, 
open water, mudflats, 
islands. Grazes on a range of 
plant material taking roots, 
tubers, shoots and leaves. 
Grasses, clover, spilt grain, 
winter wheat and potatoes 
are popular foods (BirdWatch 
Ireland website).  

 

The proposed project area is 
located within the 8km core 
foraging area of the SPA. 

 

This is a highly site-faithful 
species, even to field level 
(Wilson et al., 1991). Less 
stable flocks with small or 
few feeding sites are 
susceptible to disturbance / 
desertion of site as a result of 
increased pressure from 
activities such as land 
drainage (Norris & Wilson, 
1988). 

The habitat in the project 
area is unsuitable to foraging 
or roosting SCI and the level 
of disturbance from existing 
adjoining housing estates 
and creche make it wholly 
unsuited to this SCI. There 
are no known records of this 
species in the project area 
nor any recent records in the 
SPA itself (NPWS site 
synopsis, 2012). 
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Furthermore, the Eslin River 
(Eslin_040), which flows ca. 
192m west of the proposed 
development has a Moderate 
River Waterbody WFD Status 
2016-2021 (epa.ie). 
(www.epa.ie). There is no 
fluvial or pluvial flood risk 
within the project area 
(OPW, 2021). 

 

The Eslin River drains into 
Lough Bofin and Lough 
Boderg and Lough Bofin 
pNHA (site code: 001642) ca. 
2.1km downstream. This 
Lough acts as a sink in the 
region. There is no direct 
hydrological linkage between 
the proposed project area 
and any downstream Natura 
site. See Figure 2.3.2.1.   

 

Screened Out – Having 
regards to the unsuitable 
habitat, level of existing 
disturbance, lack of existing 
records, lack of direct 
hydrological connectivity and 
the overall separation 
distance between the 
application site and this SPA, 
potential significant effects 
upon this site and its SCIs can 
be ruled out. 

http://www.epa.ie/
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2.2.3.3 Assessment of Potential In-Combination Effects and Cumulative Impacts 

In the preparation of this Appropriate Assessment screening due regard has been made to 
other developments within the geographical area within the last ten years, both existing, 
finished and proposed to assess any in combination and cumulative impacts. The current 
Leitrim County Development Plan 2023-2029 was also subject to Appropriate Assessment and 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and the development plan is the main planning 
guiding document for the planning authority. 
 
There is a requirement under the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) (as transcribed into Irish 
law) to assess whether the Leitrim County Development Plan, individually or in combination 
with other plans or projects, is likely to have significant effect on a European Site, which 
includes Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), in view of 
the site’s conservation objectives. 

The requirement for an assessment derives from Article 6 of the directive, and in particular 
Article 6(3) which requires that: “Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary 
to the conservation of a site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or 
in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its 
implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives.” 
 
In the preparation of this Appropriate Assessment screening due regard has been made to 
other developments within the geographical area, both existing, finished and proposed to 
assess any in combination and cumulative impacts. 
 
To enable an assessment a scoping exercise was undertaken of the Leitrim Local Authority 
Planning Maps for this area. We have reviewed the planning history within a 400-metre 
radius from the project site for the previous ca. 10 years. Table 2.3.2.1 details the successful 
local developments within this radius within the last 10 years. 

Figure 2.2.4.1.1 is a map taken from Leitrim County Council planning website which shows 
any planning applications in the vicinity of the planning application site at Drumod More, 
Dromod, Co. Leitrim. Any granted planning permissions have been considered for the 
assessment. 
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By virtue of any of these planning sites having being granted planning permission, Leitrim 
County Council will have undertaken appropriate assessment screening as the competent 
authority in allowing these to proceed. 

Taking account of the above factors, and the similarity of this development with other 
permitted rural-type developments within the immediate vicinity of the site, it is considered 
that all in-combination impacts have been taken into account of any potential for in- 
combination impacts in this appropriate assessment screening. 

 

Figure 2.2.4.1.1: Extract from Leitrim County Council Planning Search Map for Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim Area showing some of Planning Developments Sites within ca. 400m of the 
Proposed Development 
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Table 2.3.2.1 Details the successful local developments within a 400-metre radius from 
the project site for the previous ca. 10 years Screening Findings 
 

Planning Number Detail Location Year finalized 

    

2217 demolish existing habitable 
dwelling house and 
decommission existing septic 
tank and percolation area. 2. To 
construct a replacement storey 
and half bungalow type dwelling 
house on same footprint as the 
existing dwelling house. Provide 
mechanical effluent treatment 
unit percolation area, including 
all ancillary works necessary to 
complete the development 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 

1974 provide a new two storey 
extension to the side of existing 
two storey dwelling house and 
carry out associated site 
development works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2019 

2018/ 21232 provide new single storey 
extensions consisting of 
bedroom, dining area, garage and 
utility to existing two storey 
dwelling house, the extensions to 
be located on both sides and to 
the rear of the dwelling house 
and to carry out associated site 
development works 
 
consists of Proposed Retention of 
unauthorised development to 
extension of existing dwelling 
house (on foot of planning 
permission in respect of Planning 
Approval Ref. P20/18 ), and 
comprising of : ( i ) Existing 
window opening height enlarged 
at first floor level on the rear 
façade of the existing house, ( ii ) 
The installation of a window 
rather than the authorised 
double doors, to the gable of the 
ground floor extension to the 
northern façade of the existing 
house, ( iii ) The provision of an 
additional hard-surfaced area to 
the front of the dwelling house, 
extending north from the existing 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 
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hard surfaced area, together with 
all associated works 

20113 construction of side extension to 
existing dwelling house and carry 
out all ancillary site works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2020 

2172 will consist of the proposed 
construction of 1) extension to 
existing first floor landing 
complete with new West facing 
window; 2) extension to existing 
ground floor Kitchen/Dinning at 
South West corner; 3) new 
balcony off the first floor Master 
Bedroom over head complete 
with new dormer type window; 
and 4) associated site works & 
services 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2021 

167 retain change of use of 3 No. 
Apartments at first floor level 
granted under Planning 
Permission Ref. No. 04/1449 to 
childcare facilities and all 
associated works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2016 

2399 (a) attic conversion and (b) 
permission for two storey 
extension complete with any 
other site works as required 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2024 

21102 retain ground floor window in 
gable wall of existing dwelling 
together with alterations to 
ground floor window on rear 
elevation 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2021 

2560083 To change use of 2-storey semi-
detached unit block 9/ Fairways 
34-35 from B&B tourism use as 
conditioned in parent planning 
application P22/180 to domestic 
residential use 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2025 

22180 for the provision of 21 No. 2- 
storey dwelling-houses as 
follows: 1, Completion of partially 
constructed, 9 No. dwelling 
houses from subfloor level as per 
previous Grant of permission 
P.06-1261 and P.04-1777 
comprising of the following: a) 
Block 2 consisting of 3 No. 
terraced houses (2 No. 3 
bedroom and 1 No. 4 bedroom 
houses) b) Block 3, 4 and 5 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 
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consisting of 6 No. semi-detached 
(3 bedroom houses) 2. 
Permission to construct 12 No. 
additional dwelling houses, 
comprising of c) Block 1 & 8 
consisting of 6 No. terraced (4 
bedroom houses) d) Block 6 & 7 
consisting of 4 No. semi-detached 
(4 bedroom houses) e) Block 9 
consisting of 2 No. Semi-detached 
(4 bedroom house for purposes 
of Bed and Breakfast) Complete 
with communal green area, 
separate driveways proposed 
new service road, connecting to 
existing service road, pedestrian 
footpaths, with connection to all 
existing onsite services and all 
associated ancillary works as per 
documents lodged to Leitrim 
County Council. A Natura Impact 
Statement and Ecological Impact 
Assessment (EcIA) will be 
submitted to the planning 
authority with the application 

1882 construct a domestic storage 
garage (37.7 sq m) and to make 
alterations to West (front) 
Elevation windows and 
associated site works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2018 

2322 construct a new domestic garage 
to serve existing dwelling house 
with all associated site 
development works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2023 

1937 construct new domestic 
garage/storage shed to service 
existing dwelling house with all 
associated site development 
works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2019 

2246 a) retain existing window in North 
gable wall; b) provide new 
extension to dining area at the 
front of the dwelling; c) carry out 
alterations to existing windows 
and external doors as follows: 
revise window openings on front 
elevation including replacing the 
front door with a glazed door, 
provide two new windows on 
south facing gable wall and block 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 
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up existing side door, remove 
window on rear elevation and 
replace with new rear door, 
provide two new Velux windows 
to the roof on the front elevation; 
d) carry out internal alterations 
including converting existing attic 
storage space to provide new 
master bedroom and replacing 
existing ground floor master 
bedroom with sitting room and 
utility; e) provide new garden 
shed to the rear of the dwelling 
including all associated site 
works. 

19120 existing habitable 
accommodation at first floor level 
as currently constructed and 
which services existing dormer 
type dwelling house and all 
ancillary site works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2019 

16223 retain single storey extension to 
the rear of existing dwelling 
together with associated 
alterations and site boundaries 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2017 

1889 a) construction of a single storey, 
semi detached self-catering 
cottage style holiday 
accommodation consisting of 2 
no. individual 1 bed-room units. 
Proposed location is at the south 
west of the site along the 
western fence and the rear of 
Warren Lodge - existing main 
house. Warren Lodge is a 
protected structure. (b) all 
ancillary site works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2018 

18150 a) Conversion of the existing 
store room into seating / bar area 
for extension of existing bar to 
include relocation of existing 
stairs; (b) conversion of the 
existing apartments (1,2&3) on 
the first floor to a new restaurant 
seating area, toilet facilities, 
meeting room and storage area; 
(c) construction of new external 
stairs and lift, glass wall and roof 
structure on the west façade of 
the building with the inclusion of 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2018 
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covered seating area on the 
ground floor; (d) construction of a 
new entrance / reception area, 
signage, canopy and modification 
of external facades, (e) retention 
of existing signage and timber 
framing on external walls; (f) 
provision of car parking and all 
associated site works 

2460270 Two storey hipped roof extension 
to the rear of the property 
providing additional living and 
bedroom accommodation to the 
existing dwelling at ground and 
first floors respectively 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2025 

2 1171 will consist of the demolition of 
existing out buildings and the 
construction of 2 no. 4 bedroom 
detached houses together with 
associated site works 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 

19241 construction of a two storey side 
extension for kitchen, utility, 
playroom, bedrooms & en-suite 
to the side of the existing 
dwelling, including two rear roof 
lights, new foot paths and 
connection to existing services on 
site 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2020 

17112 extend duration of planning 
permission P11/291 for a period 
of 5 years 

Drumod 
More, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2017 

21131 provide two number two storey 
townhouses and carry out 
associated site development 
works at 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 

2460244 the addition of a mobility 
impaired access structure (MIAS) 
that will be within the curtilage of 
6 no. Protected Structures (RPS 
Reference Nos.: 212, 213, 214, 
215, 216 and 217). The structure 
is a hybrid assembly of different 
concrete and steel elements 
including a pair of staircases (two 
flights each), free standing lift 
shafts, support portals, electrical 
services and a 
walkway.  Associated works will 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2025 
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include the removal of 10 no. car 
parking spaces, the relocation of 
3 no. designated parking bays, 
provision of a new waiting shelter 
on platform 2, repositioning of a 
wall to the MIAS on platform 1, a 
temporary haul road at 
construction stage, and all other 
ancillary works.  A Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) has been 
prepared and will be submitted 
to the planning authority with the 
application. 

2460241 full planning permission for the 
following:  1. To construct a two 
story type domestic dwelling.  2. 
To construct a domestic 
garage.  3. To construct a new 
site entrance.  4. To connect to all 
public services, and all ancillary 
works.  The works are located at 
Clooncolry, Dromod, Co. Leitrim 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2025 

1866 construct a domestic single 
storey type extension with living 
accommodation in the roof 
space, domestic garage and all 
ancillary works 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2018 

2231 a 400 m2 extension to the 
proposed artificial sports training 
pitch complete with flood-
lighting, drainage and perimeter 
fencing and match level 
floodlighting to the main playing 
pitch complete with ancillaries 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2022 

2415 construct a four bay double 
slatted shed with underground 
storage tanks along with creep 
areas, also a roofed dungstead, 
straw storage shed and concrete 
aprons and all associated works 

Clooncolry, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2025 

21132 construct a dormer type domestic 
dwelling. 2. To construct a 
domestic garage. 3 To construct a 
new site entrance. 4. To connect 
to existing public foul sewer 
mains together with all ancillary 
works 

Clooncolry, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2021 

246003 
 

construct a total of 19 residential 
units consisting of: A) 8no. 3-bed, 
2-storey, semi-detached houses, 
B) 10 no. 4-bed, 2-storey, semi-

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2025 
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detached houses, and C) 1 no. 4-
bed, single storey detached 
house. (2). To construct a new 
site entrance off the existing 
estate road. (3). To construct car 
parking, landscaping, connections 
to all public services and all 
ancillary works. 

19181 development consisting of (a) the 
proposed change of use of the 
former Garda Station and 
courtroom to use as a private 
residential dwelling; (b) external 
and internal alterations to 
facilitate revised layout; (c) 
detached rear garage and (d) 
associated site works and services 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2019 

2353 (a) construct 4 number detached 
dwellings; (b) construct a new 
site entrance. (c) demolish the 
existing dwelling and domestic 
shed on site; (d) connect to all 
public services, together with all 
ancillary works 

Dromod Beg, 
Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim 

2023 

 

The map presented as Figure 2.3.3.1 shows the proposed project area at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim marked in relation to the zone of influence of ca. 1km and shows the closest Natura 2000 Sites of 
which there are none within 1km. Distances to Natura 2000 Sites have been determined using the EPA 
Appropriate Assessment Tool found at www.epa.ie and NPWS Map Viewer. 

The site was screened against all Natura 2000 site designations within this area as part of this Appropriate 
Assessment Stage 1 Screening Statement. The findings are that the proposed development site is not 
located ether within or immediately adjacent to a Natura 2000 site (i.e. SAC or SPA). This has been 
confirmed through consultation with: 

 
➢ NPWS website 
➢ EPA Appropriate Assessment Screening GeoTool 
➢ SAC and SPA maps provided at www.biodiveristyireland.ie. 

There are standard design measures incorporated into the proposed development element of the 
planning application which satisfy the caselaw of EJC C-721/21, in that the standard design measures 
which are to be incorporated into the construction and design of the structures are not mitigation 
measures and therefore may be taken into account in Stage 1 Screening for AA. 

 
The design measures which are incorporated into the design of the proposed housing development works 
(i.e. discharge of foul water to public foul water sewer system and clean surface water from roofs and hard-
standing areas will be collected and discharged to the public surface water sewer) are standard features 
of all residential projects of this nature in an urban setting. 

The design measures are not being done with the aim of reducing the negative effects of the construction 
works on any Natura 2000 sites, but as standard features required for all projects of this same type (i.e. 

http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.biodiveristyireland.ie/
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surface water and wastewater) and therefore the application of these design elements and standard 
design requirements cannot be regarded as indicative of probable significant harm to any Natura 2000 
site when constructed. 

This assessment considers both alone and in-combination affects. This assessment is primarily informed 
by the nature of the proposed residential development at Drumod More 

The Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening found that there is no potential for impact to any Natura site 
from this proposed project individually or in combination with other projects.  Any potential future works 
associated with the proposed forest site will be subject to Appropriate Assessment Screening. 
 

Figure 2.3.3.1: No Natura 2000 Sites Screened within 1 km of the Site at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. 
Leitrim (Source: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps) 

 

 
 

 

 



AA Screening Report. 32  

2.2.3 Step 4: Assessment of Significance 

There are no Natura 2000 sites deemed to be screened into the appropriate assessment which warrant 
further assessment or consideration. 

The proposed development is wholly outside of the nearest Natura site. There are no direct source-
pathway-receptors to Natura sites.  The Eslin River (Eslin_040), which flows ca. 192m west of the 
proposed development has a Moderate River Waterbody WFD Status 2016-2021 (www.epa.ie). There is 
no fluvial or pluvial flood risk within the project area (OPW, 2021). The Eslin River drains into Lough Bofin 
and Lough Boderg and Lough Bofin pNHA (site code: 001642) ca. 2.1km downstream. This Lough acts as a 
sink in the region. There is no direct hydrological linkage between the proposed project area and any 
downstream Natura site.  

Though the proposed project area is located within the 8km core foraging range of the Ballykenny-
Fisherstown Bog SPA 004101, the habitat in the project area is unsuitable to foraging or roosting SCI of 
Ballykenny-Fisherstown Bog SPA 004101 and the level of disturbance from existing adjoining housing 
estates and creche make it wholly unsuited to this SCI. There are no known records of this species in the 
project area nor any recent records in the SPA. 

 

The potential for indirect impacts upon Natura 2000 sites from the proposed development is 
not considered significant as discharge of foul water to public foul water sewer system and clean 
surface water from roofs and hard-standing areas will be collected and discharged to the public 
surface water sewer. This is not mitigation; rather best practice and standard design 
requirements for this type of development. 

2.2.3.1   Summary of Potential Impacts and Assessment 

 

The following table is based on a table taken from the Box 4 of EC (2002) and sets out examples 
of significance indicators. This is being used as an impact prediction to assess the potential for 
significant impacts upon Natura 2000 sites from the proposed development at Drumod More, 
Dromod, Co. Leitrim. 
 
This takes into account the project location; the project description; and the status and 
ecology of the existing site for development: 

 
Impact Type Significance Indicator for this Site 

Loss of Habitat Area No Loss to any part of Natura 2000 Site 

Fragmentation No fragmentation to Natura 2000 Site 

Disturbance No Direct or Indirect disturbance to Natura 

2000 Site 
Species Population Density No Change or Replacement of Species 

Population 
Water Resource No relative change to surface waters 

Water Quality No significant direct or indirect impact 

 
The conclusions of the assessment of impacts upon the listed Natura 2000 site has shown that 
there will be no likely significant impacts upon the Lough Melvin SAC Natura 2000 site identified 
by the proposed development at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. Leitrim. This is further discussed 
below in more detail: 

 

http://www.epa.ie/
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2.2.3.2 Impact Prediction & Conservation Objectives 

2.2.3.2.1 Any impact on an Annex I habitat 

 

The potential for indirect impacts upon Natura 2000 sites from the proposed development is 
not considered significant as discharge of foul water to public foul water sewer system and clean 
surface water from roofs and hard-standing areas will be collected and discharged to the public 
surface water sewer. This is not mitigation; rather best practice and standard design 
requirements for this type of development. There are therefore no likely significant impacts 
upon Annex 1 habitats. Therefore, it can be concluded that the proposed development will not 
compromise the maintenance of Annex I habitats for which the Natura 2000 sites have been 
selected at favourable conservation status. 
 

2.2.3.2.2 Causing reduction in the area of the habitat or Natura 2000 site 

 
There will be no loss of any area of Natura 2000 sites as a consequence of the proposed 
development and the proposed development will not result in any impact on any Annex II 
species of flora or fauna. 

 

2.2.3.2.3 Causing direct or indirect damage to the physical quality of the environment (e.g. water quality 
and supply, soil compaction) in the Natura 2000 site 

There will be no direct or indirect damage to the physical quality of the environment with the 
development at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. Leitrim. 
 
There are standard design measures incorporated into the proposed development element of 
the planning application which satisfy the caselaw of EJC C-721/21, in that the standard design 
measures which are to be incorporated into the construction and design of the structures are 
not mitigation measures and therefore may be taken into account in Stage 1 Screening for AA. 
 
The design measures which are incorporated into the design of the proposed development 
works (i.e. discharge of foul water to public foul water sewer system and clean surface water 
from roofs and hard-standing areas will be collected and discharged to the public surface water 
sewer) are standard features of all residential projects of this nature. 
 
The design measures are not included with the aim of reducing the negative effects of the 
construction works on any Natura 2000 sites, but as standard features required for all projects 
of this same type (i.e. surface water and wastewater) and therefore the application of these 
design elements and standard design requirements cannot be regarded as indicative of 
probable significant harm to any Natura 2000 site when constructed. 

 

2.2.3.2.4 Causing serious or ongoing disturbance to species or habitats for which the Natura 
2000 site is selected (e.g. increased noise, illumination and human activity) 

The site at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. Leitrim not within the SAC. The site poses no potential 
new impact or significant impact upon the maintenance of species or habitats at the Natura 
2000 sites. 
 
The development poses no potential new impact or significant impact upon the maintenance of 
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species or habitats at Natura 2000 sites. 

2.2.3.2.5 Causing direct or indirect damage to the size, characteristics or reproductive 
ability of populations on the Natura 2000 site 

 
The proposed residential development at this site will have no direct or indirect damage to the 
size, characteristics or reproductive ability of populations on the Natura 2000 sites. 
The proposed development will not compromise or negatively impact upon water quality, 
which could impact upon fish populations, plant species and invertebrates upon which birdlife 
feed. 

2.2.3.2.6 Interfering with mitigation measures put in place for other plans or projects 

The proposed residential development at this greenfield site will have no direct or indirect 
impacts upon mitigation measures put in place for other plans or projects. The proposed 
development is considered reasonable and well thought out and sensitive to the site. 

2.2.3.2.7  Potential Cumulative Effects from Other Plans or Projects upon Natura 2000 Sites 

The residential development at this site at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. Leitrim will have no 
significant negative direct or indirect impacts upon any Natura 2000 site. The development has 
been considered in terms of other plans or projects in the area and this has been documented 
in this AA Screening Report. The development will not create a cumulative impact upon the 
Natura 2000 network in combination with any other plans or projects. 

 
2.2.3.2.8 Have the Conservation Objectives Been Met 

It is reasonable to determine that the conservation objectives of a European Site will be met if 
its habitats and species are maintained at a favourable conservation status. Given that the 
residential development at this site at Drumod More, Dromod, Co. Leitrim will not have a 
negative impact upon the Annex 1 Habitats or Annex II Species, nor upon surface waters, it is 
concluded that the conservation objectives of the Natura 2000 sites screened as part of this AA 
Screening Report will be met by allowing the proposed development works to proceed. 
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3 CONCLUSIONS OF APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 
SCREENING 

The findings and conclusions of the Appropriate Assessment Screening Statement have been 
documented, with the necessary supporting evidence and objective criteria. 
 
The AA Screening conclusions for the planning application are as follows: 
It will have no significant impact upon surface water quality either during the construction 
phase or the post construction phase. The proposed development will not cause deterioration 
of water quality, which would have a significant negative impact upon any Natura 2000 sites 
and their qualifying interests. The measures incorporated into the proposed development 
element of the planning application satisfy the caselaw of EJC C-721/21, in that the standard 
design measures which are to be incorporated into the construction and design of the 
structures are not mitigation measures and therefore may be taken into account in Stage 1 
Screening for AA. 
 
The measures incorporated into the proposed development element of the planning 
application satisfy the caselaw of EJC C-721/21, in that the standard design measures which are 
to be incorporated into the construction and design of the structures are not mitigation 
measures and therefore may be taken into account in Stage 1 Screening for AA. The design 
measures which are incorporated into the design of the proposed housing development works 
(discharge of foul water to public foul water sewer system and clean surface water from roofs 
and hard-standing areas will be collected and discharged to the public surface water sewer) are 
standard features of all residential projects of this nature. 
 
There will be no loss of any Natura 2000 site area. There will be no loss or fragmentation of 
Annex I habitats; or Annex II species upon which any Natura 2000 site qualifies for its 
conservation status as a consequence of permitting the proposed development to proceed. This 
is due to the nature and limited scale of the proposed development and no direct hydrological 
linkage to Natura sites. 
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1. There will be no cumulative impact upon any Natura 2000 sites in combination with other 
plans or projects. 

2. The proposed development will not compromise the maintenance of Annex I habitats 
for which any Natura 2000 site has been selected at favourable conservation status and 
there will be no adverse impact on the integrity of the Natura 2000 network. 

 
3. It is concluded that the conservation objectives of the Natura 2000 sites screened as part 
of this assessment will be met as the habitats and species will be maintained at current or 
favourable conservation status. 

 
Therefore, on the basis of objective scientific and factual information pertaining to the site 
and the nature of the proposed residential development works, the proposed development 
either individually or in combination with other plans/projects will not have any significant 
effects on any Natura 2000 site. Accordingly, the project therefore be screened out of 
further stages of Appropriate Assessment and a Stage 2: Natura Impact Statement is not 
required. 

 
The Appropriated Assessment Screening findings and conclusions remove all reasonable 
scientific doubt as to the effects that the works proposed may have on the Natura 2000 
sites. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Saoirse O’Donoghue, North-West Ecology Ltd. 
Senior Environmental Consultant 

Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 

 
 

 


